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Deuteronomy 
 
The Context (1:1-4:40) 
 
The Law (4:41-26:19) 

1. Preamble (4:44-5:1) 
2. Ten Commandments (5:1-6:25) 
3. Conquest of Canaan (7:1-26) 
4. Obey the Law (8:1-20) 
5. Warning Against Self-Righteousness (9:1-29) 
6. Rewards and Punishments (10:1-11:32) 
7. Ceremonial Laws Explained (12:1-16:17) 
8. Civil Laws Explained (16:18-20:20) 
9. Social Laws Explained (21:1-26:19) 

 
How God Will Bless Israel (27:1-34:12) 

1. Entering the Promised Land (27:1-28:68) 
2. Establishing the Covenant (29:1-30:20) 
3. Transferring Leadership (31:1-34:12) 

 

Starting the Conversation 

When we begin to talk about Deuteronomy, we need to understand the context 
more fully. There are questions that we need to answer which include: 1) who 
wrote the book, 2) why was it written, and 3) what is its significance for the 
church today? We’ll take each of these questions in order. 
 
First, who wrote the book of Deuteronomy? Scripture itself, as well as tradition, 
claim Moses as the author of the book. In fact, Moses being the author of the 
book was basically without debate until the nineteenth century.1 As such, we 
continue to embrace Mosaic authorship.2 
 
Second, why was Deuteronomy written? As the last book in the Pentateuch, 
Deuteronomy “expounds the implications of the historic agreement at Mount 
Sinai between God and Israel.”3 The covenant between God and Israel finds its 
most theological expression in this book. After all, Moses had four decades to 
“reflect on the exodus from Egypt and Yahweh’s establishment of a covenant 
relationship with Israel.” He therefore penned this “theological manifesto” which 
calls Israel to give unfettered loyalty and love to God in response to God’s 
gracious action on their behalf.4 
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Third, what is the significance of Deuteronomy for the church today? The 
significance of the book of Deuteronomy begins with the overarching theme, 
which is to live each day with unfettered loyalty and love for God in response to 
the amazing grace He has bestowed upon us. We are the recipients of His grace 
through faith Jesus Christ (Eph 2:8-9), and Deuteronomy calls us to respond to 
this grace with undivided loyalty and love (Deut 10:12).  
 
Reading and applying the message of Deuteronomy as the church today follows 
this process:  
 

1) Original Context: We read the book in the context of its original writing; 
namely, to the children of Israel a millennia before the birth of Christ;  
 
2) Eternal Truth: We recognize the eternal truth of Deuteronomy, including 
the explicit declarations (“The Lord is God; there is no other besides Him.” 
Deut 4:35) as well as the underlying principles of specific commands that 
remain applicable for the Christian today; and 

 
Through the course of this study, we will follow this two-step process for each 
passage that we examine. Just as God was preparing Israel to move on mission 
into the Land of Promise, the message of Deuteronomy for the church today is to 
equip and inspire us to live for God’s purposes in our world.5 I pray that God 
will consume our hearts with a deeper affection for Him and passion for His 
purpose as we reflect upon His wondrous grace. 
 

The Context: Remembering God’s Grace, 1:1-4:43 

The Exodus Generation (1:1-2:1) 
1. Preamble (1:1-5) 
2. Mount Horeb (1:6-18) 
3. Horeb to Kadesh Barnea (1:19-46) 
4. The Desert (2:1) 

A New Generation (2:2-3:29) 
1. Transjordan Believers (2:2-23) 
2. Amorite Kings (2:24-3:11) 
3. Thoughts of Moses (3:12-29) 

The Future (4:1-40) 
1. The Grace of the Torah (4:1-8) 
2. The Grace of the Covenant (4:9-31) 
3. The Grace of Salvation (4:32-40) 
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The Exodus Generation (1:1-2:1) 

 

Original Context 
 
“These are the words…” The introduction of the book of Deuteronomy carries 
the official title of the book in the Hebrew Bible: ‘ēl-lĕh hăddebārīm. This opening 
line gives the book a prophetic and pastoral flavor, along with the task that 
Moses was to speak everything that the Lord had commanded him. Just as 
obedience to God is a major theme in the book, Moses is actually living the 
message that he proclaimed.6 
 
Moses began to explain the Law to the people.7 As He explains the instructions of 
God to the people, He is demonstrating the journey of God’s people under the 
leadership of God, “shaped by God’s command and the response of Israel and 
others to it.”8 This was not merely a rehearsing of God’s commands with 
explanation from Moses, but it was a pastoral exhortation to the people to remain 
fixed on obedience to God as they journey into the promises of God’s glorious 
purpose. 
 
Beginning in 1:6, Moses rehearses the work of God’s grace among His people of 
the Exodus.9 In Horeb at Mount Sinai, God had revealed Himself with glorious 
power in giving His Law to His people. Yet, Moses reminds the hearers that God 
called His people to leave the mountain and move on to the Promised Land.10 
The people moved from Horeb to country of the Amorites. God’s statement, “I 
have set before you (1:8),” is the language of covenant and contract.11 With God 
making the statement, Moses is reminding them of the permanence of the 
promise on His side. What He promises, He will fulfill. The Land belongs to 
them, and so they must enter that land. 
 
Moses moves from the grace of God’s provision of the Land to the organization 
of God’s people as they prepare to enter the Land (1:9-18). The Lord God has 
been faithful to multiply His people as a fulfillment of His promise to Abraham 
(Gen 15:6). Yet this expansion of the people of Israel created challenges for the 
faithful leadership to fulfill God’s purposes for Moses (Ex 18:13-37; Num 11:11-
17). Following the advice of Jethro, Moses delegated the leadership.12 These 
leaders should be wise, understanding, and experienced (1:13). Further, they 
were to judge rightly according to God’s will, reject any partiality, refuse to be 
intimidated, and get help from Moses when the challenge or problem was too 
much for him to judge alone. 
 
In 1:19-25, Moses repeats the journey from Mount Sinai to Kadesh Barnea. 
Although God had promised the Land and set it before them as the purpose of 
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His promise, Israel must act to take possession of it. The fear before them 
heightened by the uncertainty of their own ability is met with a “Do not fear or 
be discouraged.”13 With these words, Moses highlights the certainty of their 
undertaking because it is “authorized and overseen by YHWH.”14 Victory is 
certain as long as the children of Israel obey the Lord God. 
 
Yet, the children of Israel responded with uncertainty and doubt. Rather than 
trust God, they sent spies into the land (1:22-25).  
 

Under normal circumstances such a reconnaissance mission might have made 
good sense (Josh. 2:1; 7:2; Judg. 18:2), but coming immediately after God’s 
command, the proposal itself seemed to betray a lack of faith (cf. 9:23). The 
outcome of the mission reinforced this conclusion.15 

 
At Kadesh Barnea, the children of Israel decided against obedience to God (1:26-
33). Even though God’s promises were true about the Land, the people decided 
that the obstacles were too much to risk.16 Rather than obedience, the people 
rebelled against God’s command, murmured in their tents, and cast aspersions 
on God’s motives (1:26-27). Moses reminded the people of God’s loving 
provision and leadership in their lives (1:29-31). He reminds them that God was 
the warrior who fights for His people to fulfill His purpose for them. Just as He 
fought for them to bring them out of Egyptian bondage, He would be faithful to 
win the victory for them in the Land of Promise. He reminds them that God was 
the faithful, loving parent who carried them through the wilderness. As warrior 
and parent, the children of Israel could trust God to bring them victory.17 Yet, the 
children of Israel did not trust God (1:32-33). 
 
The result of disobedience was God’s displeasure and judgment (1:34-40). God 
declared that they would not enter the Land of Promise.  
 

This particular generation had finally excluded itself from the enjoyment of 
the covenanted blessing of the promise to Abraham. The covenant as such 
was not revoked, but this generation would not see its fulfillment. Their eyes 
were sealed with unbelief. With such eyes they would never see the promised 
land.18 

 
The people tried to take back their initial rebellion and planned to go to war in 
the hill country against the Amorites (1:41). God told them “no,” but again they 
did not listen or obey God. They were defeated and exiled to the wilderness for 
life (1:42-2:1). 
 

Eternal Truth 
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1. God is faithful (1:6-18).19  
 
2. Move on from the Mountain (1:6).20  
 

”For God’s pilgrim people, moments come when God says ‘long enough.’ 
There is a boundary to cross, a new phase to enter.”21 

 
3. Justice for all (1:16-17).  
 

“The actual content of this ‘justice’ is to be equitable to ‘small and great,’ with 
no advantage to the powerful. Furthermore, this justice is to be equitable for 
covenant members and outsiders (‘resident aliens’), that is, for all parties to 
any social dispute.”22 

 
4. Obedience to God’s leadership secures victory (1:19-21). 
 
God is faithful to fight for His people and care for them in a nurturing 
supportive way.23 
 
5. Disobedience to God’s leadership secures failure (1:22-40). 
 
Our fear perverts our understanding of who God is. “The people’s rebellion 
completely perverted their understanding of the nature of their God.”24 Rather 
than seeing God’s great love for them, their fear caused them to twist His love 
into hatred. Rather than seeing the purpose of God as giving them life, their fear 
caused them to twist His purpose into extermination. The failure to trust God in 
obedience to Him results in a failure to taste God’s promise.25  
 

A New Generation (2:2-3:29) 

 

Original Context 
 
After forty years in the wilderness, God told Moses to lead the children of Israel 
northward toward the Promised Land (2:3). The punishment of the Exodus 
Generation was completed, and now God and His people move forward with a 
new initiative. Despite the rebellion at Kadesh Barnea, God provided for His 
children during their forty years in the wilderness, and now they are ready to 
enter the Promised Land, a new generation facing the opportunity that the 
previous generation squandered (2:7).26 
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As God had blessed His people during their wilderness years, He would care for 
them as they made their way through the land of Edom among the descendants 
of Esau through the wilderness of Moab. They were not to contend or make war 
with the inhabitants of Moab, for that was not the land that God had promised 
His people.27  
 
So, the people obeyed God’s instructions and according to His command crossed 
over the brook Zered (2:13). Crossing Zered was a turning point (2:14-16), in 
which the obedience of the children of Israel caused Moses to remember the 
judgment of God upon the rebellious generation so that all the men of war of that 
generation perished.28  
 
Through the rest of the journey through the land of the Ammonites beyond the 
Valley of Arnon, God gave clear instructions. The children of Israel did not 
contend with any peoples until God gave the go ahead to do battle with Sihon 
(2:24). This was the beginning of the conquest of the Promised Land [Chrstensen 
1991: 43]. God gave this new generation six commands: Arise! Set out! Cross the 
Valley Arnon! Begin! Take Possession! Engage him in battle! Attached to these 
commands were 1) the promise of victory that God has already secured for them 
and 2) that “from this day on, he would send shockwaves throughout the earth, 
causing people to tremble in fright when they heard of Israel’s triumphs.”29 And 
God gave the new generation victory over Sihon and Og (2:26-3:11). 
 
With the victory over the Transjordan territory, Moses allotted the land to the 
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh according to God’s promise (3:12-17). 
Moses recalls his words to these tribes, that their men of war would fight with 
the other tribes in the conquest of the Promised Land until it is complete (3:18-
20). He then turns to Joshua and encourages him as he prepares to take the reins 
of leadership. Just as God had done with Sihon and Og, God would do for 
Joshua in the conquest of the Land (3:21-22). There was no need ot fear because 
the Lord God fights for them! 
 
On the brink of entering the Promised Land, Moses once again pleaded with God 
to let him enter (3:23-29). Moses lived in intimate relation with God, so that he 
could approach Him with a personal request to enter the land (3:24-25). His 
appeal is to see one more season to see and participate in God’s mighty acts.30 
God’s response is an adamant refusal, yet God allows Moses to see the land but 
not enter. Moses’ role is to encourage Joshua as the leader of the new 
generation.31 
 

Eternal Truth 
 
1. Hope in God’s blessing even under the weight of discipline (2:7). 
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2. Judgment on faithlessness (2:13-15). 
 
3. God fights for you (3:22). 
 
4. We can pray to the Lord God who loves us (3:24-25). 
 
When we come to God in prayer, we acknowledge our subordination before God 
(Sovereign Lord, your servant).32 We acknowledge and rehearse His mighty acts 
and greatness. We come to Him with the petition from our hearts. And we 
humbly accept His answer and obey Him. 
 

The Future (4:1-40) 

 

Original Context 
 
From this point, Moses has his sights set on the future, helping the new 
generation as they prepare for faithful and loyal love for God in the Land.33 In 
this chapter, Moses demonstrates the grace of God in His relationship with the 
children of Israel, and he takes great pains throughout the rest of Deuteronomy 
to help them on their spiritual journey of faithfulness. Thus, this chapter “sets the 
sermonic (rather than the legal) tone for the rest of the book and declares Moses’ 
central concern in the book: to call his people to covenant love demonstrated in 
actions that please their redeemer” [Block 2012: 115]. 
 
Moses declared that God gave statutes and judgments that the people were to 
follow so that they might live a fulfilled and satisfied life in the Land (4:1-2).34 
They were not to add to or subtract from these instructions, for they alone are the 
normative way to live.35 Obedience is a matter of life and death, which was 
revealed in the worship of Baal at Peor (Num 25:1-9). Those who worshiped Baal 
were destroyed and those who “held fast” were among the number of Moses’ 
hearers. God’s will, unveiled in His statutes and judgments, provide wisdom and 
understanding for the life that they were to live (4:4-6). The statutes are the tasks 
that God has given for them to do.36  Judgments are the decisions God has made 
about life and the world.37   
 
Moses sought to inspire the people of God to obey.  So he turned to all that God 
had done in history and nature (4:7-8). None of Israel’s greatness is, was, or ever 
will be due to her own qualities, but only because of God Himself. Moses told the 
children of Israel to remember how God had proven Himself time and time and 
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time again to them.  He was planting hope in their hearts that would bear the 
fruit of courage.38 
 
Moses told them to guard their souls with diligence (4:9).  It’s a word picture that 
expresses a passionate pursuit without passivity.39 They are to guard themselves 
against forgetting what God has done (4:9, 15, 23) and against disobedience to 
the will of God (4:16, 19, 23). Moses tells the people to keep from forgetting the 
way that God has worked in their midst (4:9-14).40 As they pass on the glory of 
God’s gracious work to their children and grandchildren, there will be an 
unbroken passion to obey God and to live accordingly in the Promised Land 
(4:14). 
 
Again, Moses calls God’s people to guard themselves (4:15). The point of this 
diligent watch over their lives is so that they might not fall prey to idolatry in 
any form (4:15-24). God had rescued them from Egypt and establishing the 
covenant with them. Ultimately, Moses declares that God will tolerate no rivals 
of any form or sort. As a people formed and established by God’s grace, they are 
His special possession and live under the privilege of His loving care (4:20). God 
is a consuming fire, which highlights His glory and His fury over covenant 
infidelity (4:24).41 
 
Moses looks to the future of the people possessing the Land (4:25-31). If future 
generations rebel against God through breaking the covenant with God, then 
God will scatter them from the Land (4:25-28). Yet, after they have been 
scattered, if they seek God with all their hearts, then God will make Himself 
available to them for He is a merciful God (4:29-31). 
 
Moses concludes his sermon with a declaration of the greatness of God and a call 
to commitment to Him (4:32-40). As incomparable as God is, His love for His 
people is boundless. “The triumph of grace is a testimony to the incomparability 
of the Lord of Israel.”42 All that God has done from the beginning of time reveals 
His desire to rescue and cause to live. If God’s people follow Him in loyal love, 
then they will live! 
 

Eternal Truth 
 
1. Obedience to God is the key for thriving in God’s Kingdom. 
 
God’s will is the roadmap for our life.43  If we obey God, then we will have life.  
If we disobey Him, then we will experience devastation. 
 
2. We live on mission (4:6). 
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“The missional goal of God’s people is not fulfilled with precise theological 
formulas, but through the life-giving and transforming power of the divine 
Word.”44 
 
2. God is near to those who call upon Him (4:7). 
 
3. God is merciful (4:31). 
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